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@ National Competition Manual

Purpose:

Eligibility of
Contestants:

Eligibility of
Entries:

Limitation of
Contestants:

State
Coordinator:

General Information

General Information

The AACS National Competition has been organized to provide a challenge toward
excellence among the students of fundamental Christian schools across America. This
competition will allow Christian young people to develop disciplined skills in various areas of
proficiency so that they might better serve the Lord throughout their lives, Certainlya
worthy goal of Christian education is to follow the example of our Saviour who “.. .
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2 52).

Only Senior High students (grades 9-12) who have won or placed in an AACS certified
state or regional competition may participate in the National Competition. However, this
requirement will be waived for the following exceptions: students in grades 7 and 8 may
compete in orchestra/band and handbell/handchime choir, Students will be allowed to
compete only if their school is currently a member of a state association who is in good
standing with the AACS. A state may enter only one individual or group in each category.

The same entry (i.e., music composition, speech manuscript, art entry, science fair project,
sermon, or Bible teaching lesson) which placed at the state level must be entered in National
Competition. See “General Rules” of each Area for additional eligibility requirements.

Competition is divided into five areas (Bible, Mausic, Speech, Art, and Academics). In
individual competition a student may enter one category in any three of the following four
arcas: Bible, Music, Speech, and Academics. In addition, a student may enter one category
inArt.

Example: A student may enter Sacred Piano, Declamation, English Testing, and
Calligraphy.

Example: A student may enter Expository Preaching, Vocal Solo, Humorous
Interpretation, and Sculpture.

This applies only to individual competition. A student may enter group competition in
addition to the three individual categories.

Note: Students entering Bible Memory, Debate, and Spelling may encounter irreconcilable
scheduling conflicts and should give consideration to limiting their competition to one of
these categories.

The State Association will designate a State Competition Coordinator who will serve as a
liaison between the AACS Competition Director and the State Association. Tt will be the
responsibility of the State Competition Coordinator to certify the eligibility of each student
entered from his state. The State Coordinator will also be responsible to secure the
registration for those students who qualify from his state in the National Competition.

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005.

© 2005 American Association of Christian Schools 1
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General Information

Registration:

Date and Location:

Classes of
Competition:

Awards:

Dress and
Conduct Code:

Registration must be completed in accordance with the instructions provided by the AACS
National Office. Failure to submit the appropriate registration forms by the indicated
deadline may result in disqualification. Entry fees and room and board fees wili be
determined annually.

The dates and location of the Competition will be set by the AACS National Office.

Two class distinctions shall be made in the categories of choral group, handbell/
handchime choir, and orchestra/band. Class A groups in these categories are allowed
to participate at the class AA level if the Class AA category does not have a
sanctioned winner designated by the state competition coordinator.
ClasS A ..ovvveeeerermereeseesnrernieesns 80 or fewer students in Senior High (grades 9-12)
Class AA ....cccvvvcnvcnnnnsinniiniens 81 or more students in Senior High (grades 9-12)

Awards will be given for first, second, and third place. The State Association which
receives the most points (three points for first, two points for second, and one point for
third) will be awarded the AACS Cup of Excellence. The winning state will receive a
plaque that remains in the state.

The AACS feels that our National Competition should have the highest standards of
competition and Christian testimony. Therefore, because this event is the highest level of
competition for AACS students in the nation, all participating students and adult sponsors
are expected to display the utmost respect for and strict adherence to these standards.
Failure to do so may result in disqualification. The Dress Code and Conduct Code must be
followed at all times—whether during a competition or apart from a competition, whether
on campus or off campus.

The Dress Code:
1. Girls’and ladies’ skirts will be to the middle of the knee or longer, and necklines will
not be exceedingly low or open in the front or back. No slacks or shorts may be
worn outside the dormitory.

2. Boys and men will wear neat shirts with a collar, tucked in, and dress slacks. Hair
should be short—off the collar and ears, one inch above the eyebrows, tapered in
the back, combed, with no long sideburns. No beards or mustaches will be permit-
ted for students. Jeans are not to be worn on the host campus.

3. Shorts or tark tops are not allowed outside the dormitories. Sunbathing is not
permitted anywhere on campus.

4. For the evening programs, participants are to dress as follows: Boys/men—dress
slacks, dress shoes, dress shirt with collar, neck tie, and preferably with a sport
coat or suit; Girls/ladies—Sunday-type dress outfit, dress shoes and hose.

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005.
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General Information
Dress and The Conduct Code:
Conduct Code: 1. The conduct of students is expected to meet the standard for believers in
(continued) ITimothy 4:12. Patience, kindness, and good sportsmanship is the exemplary rule

to follow at all times for all students, sponsors, parents, and visitors. Insubordina-
tion or disruptive behavior by any student, sponsor, parent, or visitor toward any
judge(s) or competition official(s) will not be tolerated. Behavior which does not
exemplify a Christian will be grounds for disqualification from competition and/or
expulsion from the campus.

2. AACSparticipants arc expected to abide by the host instituion’s regulations.

3. Violating AACS or the host institution’s disciplinary rules and regulations may resultin
disqualification from all events and/or disqualification from the following year’s
competition. The AACS National Office will make the final decision in all disciplinary
situations.

4. Anyindividual or group practicing during AACS chapels, or not attending chapel or
other required services, will be disqualified from all events and/or disqualified from the
following year’s competition. The disqualification of one or more students for the
following year’s competition may be extended to the school.

5. Individuals or groups not attending dormitory evening prayer group will have their
names and their school’s name submitted to the AACS National Office.

6. Any individual vandalizing or stealing the property of the host institution or a student
attending the host institution will be subject to disqualification and possible immediate
expulsion from the campus at the individual’s expense.

7. Inappropriate behavior during the chapel services or the evening programs could result
in aschool’s disqualification from all events and/or disqualification from the following
year’s competition. This includes inappropriate behavior in response to the presentation
of awards to groups and individual students during the Thursday night Awards Program.
The result of such behavior can be the recall of presented awards and/or exclusion from
the following year’s competition,

Time Limitation Students will be penalized for going over time or under time in any category of competition
where time limits are established. When a student violates his time limit by more than one
minute, the student will be disqualified. Ifthe limit is 8-10 minutes, then the student will be
disqualified if he goes over one full minute or under one full minute. However, ifhe is over
time or under time, but not by one minute, points or a fraction of a point will be deducted
which will prevent an otherwise first place winner from placing first, a second place wirmer
from placing second, or a third place winner from placing third. Exception: The time limit for
an academic test cannot exceed one hour. The time limit for “Creative Writing: Poetry”” and
“Expository Writing: Essay” cannot exceed two hours.

and
Disqualification

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005.
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General Information

Performance
Time:

Photocopied
Music:

Judging Forms:

Bible Usage:

Photography
Policy:

Individual contestants and groups must arrive to the competition room no less than five
minutes prior to their scheduled performance time, unless prior arrangements have been
made with the judges in the room. Failure to meet this requirement can resultin
disqualification.

The following legal opinion is in response to the question, “Isita violation of the copyright
law to make a reproduction of a copyrighted composition solely for use during competition
conducted by a state or national Christian school association?”.

“Generally, any reproduction of a copyrighted work is an infringement of the rights
of the copyright owner and subjects the person so reproducing to civil liabilities.
However, among the exceptions to this general rule is the “fair use’ doctrine set
forth in Section 107, Title 17 of the Unites States Code. Basically, the fair use of a
copyrighted work, including reproduction for purposes such as ‘criticism, comment,
news reporting, teaching, (including multiple copies for classroom), for scholarship
or research’ is not an infringement of copyright.

“Although the standards for determining fair use are not specific, and each case is
decided on its own facts, we believe that the reproduction of a single composition
for use in AACS competition would not constitute a copyright infringement since
the purpose would be for criticism, comment, teaching, or scholarship and is for
nonprofit educational purposes.”

Based upon the legal opinion stated above, the AACS requires the following:

1. Forall categories requiring memorization, one original composition must be present at
the competition. It may be used by the accompanist for categories requiring an
accompanist. Copies given to the judges may be photocopied to enable the judges to
make written comments.

2. For group competition not requiring memorization, all students and the
accompanist (if applicable) must have access to an original composition. Copies given to
the judges may be photocopied to enable the judges to make written comments.

Students competing in a category requiring judging forms must submit three completed
judging forms at the time of their first competition. Students must use the AACS judging
forms listed in the revised National Competition Manual (2605 Edition).

The AACS will use the KJV Hardback Bible #00335 published by International Bible
Society (1-800-524-1588) for judging Bible Competition categories. The King James
Version will be the only anthorized translation used in any competition category.

No flash photography can be used during competition. Camcorders, video recorders, and
nonflash photography can be used only when the head judge in acompetition room has
granted permission,

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005.

© 2005 American Association of Christian Schools
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& National Competition Manual
B e e

Area One: Bible

AREA ONE: Bible

Division 1: Bible Quizzing Division 3: Bible Teaching

Division 2: Bible Testing Division 4: Bible Preaching
Category 1: Old Testament Bible Knowledge Category 1: Expository Preaching
Category 2: New Testament Bible Knowledge Category 2: Evangelistic Preaching
Category 3: Bible Memory Category 3: Topical Preaching

The AACS will use the KJV Hardback Bible #00335 published by International
Bible Society (1-800-524-1588) for judging Bible Competition categories. The
King James Version will be the only authorized translation used in any
competition category.

DIVISION 1: Bible Quizzing is a “jump-quizzing” competition measuring Bible knowledge and speed of

Bible Quizzing recall. Three opposing teams are chalienged by an oral question, and any team member who
responds first is given opportunity to answer within a time limit. Points are scored for
correct answers and penalties assessed for incorrect and incomplete answers. Both
individual and team scores are kept. The highest scoring team is declared winner at the
game’s end. Competition proceeds as in a double-elimination tournament.

Rules by 4 QUIZ PANEL
Category: The Quiz Panel will determine any contested questions or elements thereof uponrequest of the
Quizmaster and will declare the winner.
1. The Quiz Panel may consist of the Quizmaster, Scorer, Timekeeper, and two
Judges. One judge may keep time.,
2. The Quiz Panel will be appointed and instructed by the Quizmaster.
3. All decisions by the Quiz Panel will be final.

4 TEAM MEMBERSHIP
1. For each game, a team will be composed of two to five members and may
include up to two substitutes from the same school.
2. Ateam may change team members afier the conclusion of a given game in the
towrnament.

& TEAM COACHES
Each team’s coach will be present during competition,

1. Although the number of coaches for pre-contest preparation will be at the
school’s discretion, each team will have only one official coach present during
competition.

2. The coach will be responsible for the behavior of the team at all times.

3. The coach’s behavior will be considered as team behavior and, as such, will
meet the students’ Dress and Conduct Code outlined in the General Rules.

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005.
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Area One: Bible

DIVISION 1: 4,
Bible Quizzing

(continued)

The coach may lodge a protest solely with the National Competition
Quizmaster after a game has been completed. The judges will not entertain
protests at any time. Protests presented courteously to the National Competi-
tion Quizmaster will be received courteously.

& STUDYCYCLE

1.

The AACS will use the KJV Hardback Bible #00335 published by
International Bible Society (1-800-524-1588) for judging Bible
Competition categories. The King James Version will be the only
authorized translation used in any competition category.

The cycle for the next six years (nune year cycle total) is as follows :
2005-2006 Matthew

2006-2007 Hebrews, I & II Peter

2007-2008 Romans, James

2008-2009 Mark, I, II, & 111 John, Jude

2009-2010 1 & II Thessalonians, I & II Timothy, Titus
2010-2011 Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon

4 PREGAME PROCEDURE AND SEATINGPLAN

1.

g

AN o

The Quizmaster will face the opposing tcams; the coaches and spectators will
sit behind the teams.

Three opposing teams will be seated so as to see and hear clearly the Quizmaster
and to see the scoreboard.

Each school’s starting quizzers will sit as a team, numbered 1, 2, 3,4, 5.
Each team will choose a captain and co-captain.

The official mode of response will be a bell-and-light jump system.

The Quizmaster will review the rules and game procedure and answer any
related questions preceding play.

& GAME PROCEDURE

1.

A game will consist of twenty correctly answered regular or toss-up questions
plus whatever free and tie-breaking questions become necessary, regardless of
time.

REGULAR QUESTIONS

A game will commence with the reading of a regular question by the Quizmaster
to the three teams. The regular question format will be as follows:

“Question number one: question.”

If no quizzer responds within ten seconds after the reading of a question, the
question will be tossed out and another read to continue play.

a. Tossed out questions will not constitute any of the twenty regular questions.

b. Team members may confer before any quizzer is recognized.

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005.
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Area One; Bible

DIVISION 1:
Bible Quizzing

(continued)

¢.  Quizzers may begin to confer while the question is being asked, as long as
they do not prevent other teams from hearing the question. Quizzers may not
confer once the quizzer is recognized.

During or after the reading of a regular question, the first quizzer whose light

comes on will be recognized by the Quizmaster as the team spokesman for that

question and will be addressed by state and number, for instance, “Tennessee,

Number Three.”

INTERRUPTED QUESTIONS

The reading of regular, toss-up, or tie-breaker questions may be interrupted by

a quizzer, but he must then answer the question without hearing it read in its

entirety.

The Timekeeper will deem the Quizmaster’s verbal recognition of the quizzer

as the signal to start the clock.

a.  Thirty seconds will be allowed in which to answer any question in its
entirety.

b.  The quizzer will be allowed a maximum of ten seconds before beginning
his answer, but the clock will continue to run marking the thirty-second
count. An answer will be considered as started when 2 quizzer gives
new information which is part of the unread portion of the question or
part of the answer.

¢.  Ifthe quizzer fails to begin his answer within the ten seconds, it will
constitute an error.

Upon giving the correct answer to a regular question, twenty points will be

scored for the answering team, and another regular question will be read to

continue the cycle.

2. Each individual quizzer’s points will be tallied on a score sheet.

b.  During the competition, any quizzer having correctly answered six twenty-
point questions (quizzing out) will leave the game.

(1) Hemay be replaced by an eligible substitute.

(2) He will not return to the current game.

(3) Should the team captain quiz out, the co-captain will assume the
role of challenger,

At the Timekeeper’s call of time, any incorrect or incomplete answer will

constitute an error.

a.  Eachindividual quizzer’s errors will be tallied on a score sheet.

b.  During the competition, any quizzer having made six errors (erroring
out) on regular or toss-up questions will leave the game.

(1) Hemay be replaced by an eligible substitute.

(2) He will not return to the current game.

(3) Should the team captain error out, the co-captain will assume the
role of chailenger.

¢.  Beginning with the fourth team error, ten penalty points for each etror
will be deducted from the team’s score.

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005,
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Area One: Bible

DIVISION 1:
Bible Quizzing

{continued)

(1) The first three errors will not affect a team’s score.

(2) Onthe sixteenth and all subsequent questions, ten penalty points
for each error will be deducted whether or not the team has previously
committed three errors.

9. TOSS-UP QUESTIONS
After penalty points have been assessed for the incorrect answer to a regular
question, the regular question shall be reread and will constitute a toss-up

question.

a.  Only the remaining two teams may vie for a response to the toss-up
question.

b. Ifnoquizzerresponds within ten seconds, the question wilibe tossed out.

c. A correct answer to a toss-up question will score twenty points for the
answering quizzer’s team.

d. Beginning at the fourth team error, an incorrect answer {0 a toss-up ques-
tion will deduct ten points from the team’s score.

e. Onthe sixteenth and all subsequent questions, ten penalty points for each
error will be deducted whether or not the team has previously committed
three errors.

f.  When competition consists of only two teams, toss-up questions will carry
a value of twenty points and incorrect answers will not be penalized.

g.  The toss-up format will be as follows: “Toss-up gquestion to the remain-

ing teams: question.” Quizzers may jump after the second “question.”

10. FREE QUESTIONS
Upon error on a toss-up question, the remaining third team will be given a
FREE question, which will be a new, previously unread question.

a.

b.
c.
d.

e

The first quizzer to rise may attempt to answer a free question without
fear of penalty upon error, termed “attempt.”

No other attempts to answer will be permissible.

A correct answer to a free question scores ten points for a team.

No penalty points will be assessed at any time for free questions which
are incorrectly or incompletely answered, or unanswered in any manner;
hence, the term “free.”

An unanswered free question will be tossed out.

11. TIE SCORE
In the event of a tie score after the twentieth question, single regular questions
will be asked until the tie is broken, termed tie-breaker questions.

a.
b.

Individual scores and errors will continue to be tallied.

Ifthe twentieth question is answered in error, the entire round will
continue to completion, toss-up and, if necessary, free question included.
Thereafter, the single tie-breaker questions will continue until a winner is
declared, as in 2 sudden-death play-off. However, the quiz must end
with a correctly answered 20-point regular, toss-up, or free question.

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005.
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€ National Competition Manual

Area One: Bible
DIVISION 1: c.  If, after the twentieth question, one team has the highest score and the re-
Bible Quizzing maining two teams are tied in score, then the winner will drop from the con-
(continued) test and the game will continue until a tie-breaking question produces a loser,

d.  Thesame process described above (11, ¢) will be followed if two teams
are tied for first place honors at the end of a game. Each game will have
a high winner, a middle winner, and one loser (see “Determination of
Winner,” p. 13).

12. TIME-OUTS

A coach may call two time-outs during a game. A coach may talk with quizzers

only during a time-out. This does not mean a coach would be forbidden

a spontaneous congratulations or encouragement.

a.  Time-outs will be allowed after the answer of one question and before the
reading of the next.

b.  Time-outs will be no longer than one minute.

¢.  Notime-outs will be allowed afier the seventeenth question has been read,

d. A time-out will not be necessary for substitutions which become neces-
sary at the quizzing out or erroring out of quizzers.
(1) Voluntary substitutions require the calling of time-outs.
(2) Other teams may substitute quizzers during one team’s time-out.
(3) A time-out may be called for a team conference.

€. A challenge will take precedence over a time-out.

£ The procedure for calling a time-out will be as follows: The captain or
coach should stand and say, “Mr. Quizmaster, we would like a time-out.”

13. FOULS

The following actions will constitute fouls:
a. Talking or conferring by any quizzers between the time the quizzer
has been recognized and the time points are awarded or penalties as-
sessed.
b.  Any part of the hands or feet touching the chair during the reading of a
question.

Failure of a quizzer to come to full stature in a continuous motion.

A team’s display of an overly antagonistic attitude toward officials and

rulings.

A disagreeable attitude evidenced by indiscreet challenging,

Any behavior not conducive to the Christian spirit.

For every three team fouls, ten points will be deducted from that team’s

SCOres,

Ifa quizzer begins to answer before he is recognized, a foul will be given;

but he will be allowed points for a correct answer.

i Ifthe wrong quizzer answers the question, the right quizzer will be then per-
mitted to answer the question. However, if both quizzers are from the same
team, an error will be assessed and the question repeated as a toss-up
question.

Bold italicized entries indicate rule changes or modifications effective September 1, 2005.
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